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The greatest gift

Back off, EPA
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Never has the Christmas tree looked as beautiful for me asit ~ Editorial: Snowstorm envy
does this year. The white lights seem to have a life of their
own, as they illuminate the ornaments that gently rest upon the
branches. Each ornament brings back a memory from a
Christmas past. The tree itself seems taller, almost mammoth-
like. It stands tall and proud even with the absence of presents.
The void below the Christmas tree caused me to ponder what |
want this year for Christmas. Anything that can be store-bought
seemed so meaningless and cold. It was then that | realized
my Christmas had come early this year, and that | have
already received the greatest gift of all, the gift of life.

This Christmas, | wouldn't be able to stare at this magnificent tree if it were not for my donor, from which |
received a new heart and kidney. This Christmas, | get to watch old holiday films. This Christmas, | feel
the same excitement that | did as a child on Christmas morning as | dashed frantically down the stairs to
see what Santa had brought for me. | would have never been able to do any of this if it were not for the
family of my donor, who in their darkest hour mustered the ability to step outside of their pain, so that they
could take away mine.

I've realized what | want more than anything this year for Christmas. | want the donor family to be happy. |
want them to be thankful that they have each other. | want their holiday to be filled with the same
traditions, and for the New Year to bring them only happiness, because they gave me happiness. | am
thankful for them, and | am thankful to be alive.
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| encourage everyone to make a simple New Year's resolution this year and pledge to give the gift of life
by registering to be an organ and tissue donor at www.DonateLifelllinois.org. It will only take a moment,
but could someday save a life like my own.

-- Bill Coon, Lake Zurich, IIl.
Copyright © 2009, Chicago Tribune

Pro sports gear
Bears, Bulls, Cubs, Hawks and Sox gear:
$4.99 3-day shipping on any order.

Selected for you by our sponsor:

e Favorite Christmas Dinners (MyRecipes.com) ‘ m 3
e Mind, Body, and Fitness (Health.com)

CareerBuilder job match

H Target jobs that match your resume and
careerbuilderan| oot y

you might also like:
e 1,000 Locally Grown Christmas Trees Headed To Troops (Chicago Tribune)
e A sign that holidays are near: Vatican's Christmas tree arrives from Belgium (Chicago Tribune)
e Family of Organ Donor Meets Recipients (Chicago Tribune)
e Busted by the camera (Chicago Tribune)

Half Price Chicago
BoDY MedSpa: Helping you rediscover
beautiful, youthful-looking skin.

E-mail B Print @Reprint 7 Digg Twitter Facebook @ StumbleUpon Share

COMMENTS (1) | Add Comment

Your story about Organ Donation highlighted the tragic shortage of human organs for transplant
operations.

At least 9,000 of the 105,000 Americans on the national transplant waiting list will die before they get
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a transplant. Most of these deaths are needless. Americans bury or cremate 20,000 transplantable
organs every year.

There is a simple way to put a big dent in the organ shortage %u2013 give donated organs first to
people who have agreed to donate their own organs when they die.

Giving organs first to organ donors will convince more people to register as organ donors. It will also
make the organ allocation system fairer. People who aren't willing to share the gift of life should go to
the back of the waiting list as long as there is a shortage of organs.

Anyone who wants to donate their organs to others who have agreed to donate theirs can join
LifeSharers. LifeSharers is a non-profit network of organ donors who agree to offer their organs first to
other organ donors when they die. Membership is free at www.lifesharers.org or by calling 1-888-
ORGANB88. There is no age limit, parents can enroll their minor children, and no one is excluded due
to any pre-existing medical condition. LifeSharers has over 13,400 members at this writing, including
809 members in lllinois.

LIFESHARERS (12/21/2009, 6:33 PM )
Report Comment

Now covering
Chicagoland.

Super fast
mobile internet”

Go to clear.com

CLEAR" w

Around the Web

40 celeb deaths under 40

= Y The tragic death of Brittany Murphy reminds
us far too many celebs died before their
time.

o

\ Do we have ten great reasons to have a
winter wedding? We do.

@ Winter wedding wonderland

Free New Year's tickets!
Take a sneak peek at the 25+ parties in the
Metromix giveaway next week.

Naughty elves on parade
Scope out festive photos from the Boystown
bar crawl.

s &

Photos in the news Mugs in the news Celebrity sightings Your travel photos Get your Bears on

|

"8 FREE Xm0y

I NS oeivery & HauL away
5 A WEEK © SHOPNOW

*See Terms and Conditions.

—_—
Home Classified Help/Find Perks News Sports

Skilling's weather Apartments Feedback ChicagoPOINTS Breaking Breaking
Traffic Cars Contact Us Tribune events Chicagoland Smack
Obits Celebrations Tips Contests & Sweeps Triblocal Bears

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/letters/chi-091221coon_briefs,0,4203863.s... 12/22/2009



The greatest gift -- chicagotribune.com

Blogs
Columnists
Video

Photos

TV listings
Movie listings
Event tickets

Commercial
Dating

Deals
Garage sales
Homes

Jobs
Mortgages
Obituaries
Pets

Public records
The Yard

Manage subscription
Advertise

Find us online
Twitter

News in Education
Our community
Photo store

Tribune store

Puzzles

Coupons
Mobile/iPhone

RSS feeds

Read the Trib on Kindle
E-edition

Archives

Nation/World
Business
Health
Elections
Watchdog
Find data
Obits
Schools
Topics

Page 3 of 3

Bulls
Blackhawks
Cubs

White Sox

PARTNERS: | Chicago Magazine | ChicagoNow | CLTV | Metromix | RedEye | Triblocal | WGN-AM | WGN-TV | Vivelo Hoy |
Baltimore Sun | Daily Press | Hartford Courant | Los Angeles Times | Orlando Sentinel | Sun Sentinel | The Morning Call |

Chicago Tribune, 435 N. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, IL 60611 | Terms of service | Privacy | Feedback |

A Tribune Web site

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/letters/chi-091221coon_briefs,0,4203863.s... 12/22/2009



